Work Sheet: Turks in Duisburg, Germany

The qualities needed for church planting among resistant peoples

The missionary family involved in this story went to Germany in the 1980s as part of a Church Planting Team with a Muslim-ministry focus. The team didn’t last long. Some members left the field, but the B family continued sowing and discipling the few who came to Christ. They persevered for over twenty years before they experienced the harvest described in this story. Now they are so excited to be part of a movement of God and they say, “It was worth it all.” Many people in their situation do not make it. I remember being challenged to Muslim ministry with the question: “Are you unstoppable?” I believe we short-change missionaries, and those who support them, when we fail to share the cost of church planting among resistant peoples.

1. What does it take in your opinion to be a church planter among resistant peoples?

2. How can we help planters prepare for the type of ministry (open home, compassion, total accessibility, flexibility) that the B’s exemplify in this story?
3. What would have to change in your life for you to engage in this type of work?

Holistic Ministry in a church planting ministry
Crisis Response, the Compassion Ministry arm of ReachGlobal the Mission of the Evangelical Free Church of America, has the following guiding principles (among many others): “Ministry projects/programs need to be planned in a way that opens doors for the sharing of the gospel and gathering people into communities of faith. They will be:

· People focused, balancing love and proclamation

· Driven by an end-product of changed lives and the multiplication of healthy churches

· Inclusive of strategies to incorporate those whose lives have been changed.”
 Please comment on this statement. What do you like and what don’t you like as much?
What examples of integration does the “B” family model in their work?

What would be the impact, in your opinion, if they decided they were going to stop ministry to other needs and focus exclusively on spiritual needs?

